TOWN OF WATERTOWN

REGULAR MEETING

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

NOVEMBER 7, 2013

TOWN BOARD MEMBERS

JOEL R. BARTLETT, SUPERVISOR – STEPHEN L. RICH, COUNCILMAN – PAUL V. DESORMO, COUNCILMAN – DAVID D. PROSSER, COUNCILMAN – EDWARD R. SMITH, COUNCILMAN

     Councilman Desormo offered a prayer and Supervisor Bartlett led the Pledge of Allegiance.

     Supervisor Bartlett opened the meeting at 7:00 PM and called for a roll of members present.  All members were present except for Councilman Smith.  Legal Counsel Joseph W. Russell was present.
MOTION # 104

     Supervisor Bartlett moved to adopt the minutes of the October 3, 2013, Regular Meeting.  Councilman Prosser seconded.





Ayes All

     Supervisor Bartlett opened the Public Hearing on the Proposed Town of Watertown Preliminary Budget for 2014.  He opened the public hearing at 7:02 PM.

     No one chose to speak and Supervisor Bartlett closed the public hearing at 7:03 PM

     Supervisor Bartlett offered an opportunity for the board members to make changes or corrections and amendments to the Preliminary budget as presented.

     Councilman Prosser asked if there was sufficient money in the budget to cover the engineering costs of the storm water project, he also asked if there was enough money to pay for the initial cost of the website.  Supervisor Bartlett stated that there was sufficient money in the budget to cover both costs.  
     Supervisor Bartlett noted some changes in the budget as compared to the year 2013.

     Hearing no other comments, Supervisor Bartlett closed the work session.

     Supervisor Bartlett talked about the proposed Northeast Water District, saying that previously we had a good turnout for residents hearing about the district, including many who signed the petitions.  Although we do not have enough potential users, we will have another signup nest week.  We will have another session next Thursday night at 7:00 PM.

He asked Mr. Fox to put a notification in the newspaper for next week’s session.

     Supervisor Bartlett opened the floor for anyone wishing to address the town board.

     Mr. David Beyer, from Overlook Drive commented on the trucks coming from the stone quarry causing dust. He suggested that the trucks enter and exit from NYS Route 12, rather than from State St.  He indicated also that there had been a sign previously located near the entrance of the Stone Quarry, and asked if that sign could be put back up.  Supervisor Bartlett and Legal Counsel Joseph Russell commented on this issue and stated that the sign that was previously located there was not a requirement of the town.

     Mr. Beyer also commented on the proposed water district, saying that the cost of digging the trench for the piping is the major cost.  A larger line would be able to handle fire hydrants with minimal additional cost, thus enabling residents to reduce the cost of their fire insurance.  Supervisor Bartlett stated that he would talk to the engineers about this and the additional cost involved.

     No one else chose to speak to the board and Supervisor Bartlett closed the floor.

     Supervisor Bartlett accepted the Town Clerk’s report and the Town of Watertown Ambulance report for the Month of October 2013.

Resolutions:

MOTION # 105

     Adopting a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2014 and ending December 31, 2014, making appropriations for the conduct of Town of Watertown Government and establishing rates of compensation for officers for such period.
     WHEREAS, fat a meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday October 3, 2013 the Tentative Budget for the fiscal year 2014 was presented to the town council as required by Section 106 of the General Municipal law, and

     WHEEAS, the Town Council thereafter has reviewed the Tentative Budget and upon completion of such review, the Tentative Budget with any and all revisions and modifications thereof became the Preliminary Budget for the fiscal year 2014, which was filed in the officer of the Town Clerk and made available for public inspection, and

     WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing on the Preliminary Budget for fiscal year 2014 was posted and published as required by law, and on Thursday November 7,2013 at 7:00 PM at the Town Municipal offices, a public hearing was conducted on the Preliminary Budget for the Town of Watertown, which includes the preliminary budget estimates for the Town General Fund, Highway Fund, Water Districts 1,3,4,5 and 6 and Sewer Districts 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, and all persons interested therein were provided an opportunity to be heard.

     NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town of Watertown Council as follows:

1. This Board has met at the time and place as specified in the notice of the Public Hearing on the Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2014, and heard all persons desiring to be heard thereon.

2. The Preliminary Budget as amended and revised is hereby adopted for the Fiscal Year 2014 and that the several amounts stated are hereby appropriated for the objects and purposes specified and the salaries and wages stated therein shall be and are hereby fixed at the amounts shown therein, effective Janaury1, 2014.

     Supervisor Bartlett moved the foregoing resolution and Councilman Rich seconded.





Ayes All

     Supervisor Bartlett acknowledged receipt of a letter from Mr. Showkat Khan saying that he is out of town a lot and it is difficult to pay his water and sewer bills on time.  He asked if the bills could be paid on a quarterly basis instead of monthly.  Supervisor Bartlett stated that we should stay on a monthly billing, however if the cash flows become sufficient, the bills could be changed to a quarterly basis.

MOTION # 106

     Supervisor Bartlett moved to pay the following abstracts as audited..

General Vouchers 
#
220
to
221
Total
$    1,272.95

Spec. Dist Vchrs.
#
  87
to
  88
Total
$  47,493.08

General Vouchers
#
222
to
243
Total
$  31,502.29

Highway Vouchers
#
176
to
195
Total
$  34,897.29

Spec. Dist. Vchrs.
#
  89
to
  98
Total
$110,765.52

     Councilman Prosser seconded.





Ayes All

     Councilman Prosser moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 PM.  Councilman Desormo seconded.





Ayes All

__________________________

Catherine M. Rich, Town Clerk   

